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Bosniak gentleman in Baščaršija
Upper body portrait of a middle-aged
man in elegant European attire and fes,
turning to look back into the camera
on a sunny winter day. He seems to be
throwing a smile to the onlookers before
disappearing into the street scene he is
part of, which is dominated by a view of
the Sebilj fountain and snowy rooftops. In
the background, two soldiers in Yugoslav
uniform are talking to each other, a boy is
holding a sheep on a rope, and old men in
traditional garb are walking down, while
veiled women walk up, Baščaršija.
In the course of the 1930s, younger men
and government officials employed in
the administration in Sarajevo started to
wear European-style suits. The Bosniaks
combined them with the fes. The style
was somewhat outdated, reminiscent of
the late 1920s. During the winter, men
in Sarajevo dressed in long coats and
suits with white shirts and a tie. They
preferred narrow lapels, and wore their
coats buttoned up to the top. Trousers
were straight and rather short, leaving
the socks visible. Some men wore Oxford
Bags and fitted coats with broad lapels.
It was common to fold back the sleeves,
like the man in the photograph. Analogue
photographic process, negative-positive
(Agfa Isopan 17 DIN). Original preserved
as a positive on silver bromide paper,
stored as a print and a digital record.
1939
Sarajevo, Baščaršija
Bosnia and Herzegovina or Yugoslavia
(contemporary)
Yugoslavia (historical)
Photograph
Akšamija, Alija M.
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Dimensions:
Keywords:

Negative: 60mm x 60mm
Positive: 180mm x 180mm
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