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Sleigh ride on the frozen Danube

Rear view of a sleigh carrying passengers
and pulled by two horses. The sleigh

is standing in a snowy field. It is not

built for passenger transport. The six
passengers and the driver are sitting
rather uncomfortably on the side panels,
yet they are smiling as if enjoying the
experience. The passengers — a lady, two
gentlemen, an officer and a boy — are
elegantly dressed in contrast to the driver
and his aide squatting next to the sleigh,
who are wearing village garb combined
with a fur cap ($ubara). Behind the sleigh,
a soldier is smiling into the camera.

The photograph appeared in the
newspaper Vreme on 11 February 1929
as part of a report on the cold snap in
Europe. The Danube River froze over
with air temperatures at minus 23 degrees
and below. The thick layer of ice was

an opportunity for some middle-class
urbanites to take a ride from Belgrade to
Pancevo. Peasant men offered sleigh rides
in the winter.

1929

Belgrade, Dunav

Serbia or Yugoslavia (contemporary)
Yugoslavia (historical)

Photographic plate

Grdijan, Svetozar (probably)

Negative: 90mm x 130mm
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