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Scouts parading in front of Istanbul
University
Four girl scouts are parading on Beyazıt
meydanı in front of Darülfünun (İstanbul
Üniversitesi). Their uniform consists of a
blouse, skirt, knee-length stockings, scout
tie, belt and scout hat worn tipped back
on the neck. They are gravely carrying
musical instruments: the girl marching
ahead with a trumpet has a sash with
the motto ‘Ameli Hayat’ (practical life)
across her chest, the three following her
carry small drums hanging from leather
straps strung over their shoulders. In the
background, more participants of the
parade are lined up in front of Darülfünun
(İstanbul Üniversitesi), which is decorated
with a Turkish flag at the main entrance.
The parade most likely took place on
the occasion of Cumhuriyet bayramı.
With the exception of 1934, when the
parade was restricted to Taksim Square,
the participants would gather and line
up in front of Darülfünun (İstanbul
Üniversitesi) before starting the parade
on Beyazıt meydanı. The motto ‘Ameli
Hayat’ on the sash indicates that the
scouts were affiliated with the school of
that name. With the exception of 1934
and 1938, when the official parade was
restricted to Taksim Square, the parade in
Istanbul during the twenties and thirties
followed a well-established scheme: The
parading soldiers and students would
gather and form up in front of Darülfünun
(İstanbul Üniversitesi), thereafter starting
the parade on Beyazıt meydanı at around
11 a.m. The parade would then set out to
Hagia Sophia, cross Galata Bridge and
finally reach Taksim Square via İstiklal
Caddesi.
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